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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Undet37 CFR L114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . U4, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14. and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR M 14, Applicant's submission filed on 15 April 2004 has been entered. 

Response to Remarks 

2. Applicant has cancelled all rejected claim in favor of the presently pending claims. The 
current claims are not rejected. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee, 

4. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Ralph J. Crispino on June 17, 2004. 



5. The application has been amended as follows; 

6. Claim 38 has been amended as follows: 
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7. 
8, 



38. (Currently Amended) A rechargeable electrochemical 
cell syBtem cornprising; . 

a plurality of rechargeable cells, each rechargeable cell 
inclviding 

a first electrode, a second electrode, and a third 
electrode electrically isolated from the second electrode; 
wherein each cell is configured for being discharged upon 



application Offiec ac tion a l oad acroas the first electrode 
and the second electrode, and 

wherein each cell is configured for being 
independently recharged upon application of the voltage 
across the first electrode and the third electrode of each 
cell in isolation from the other cells? 

wherein the voltage for the recharging is applied by 
one or more transformers; and 

wherein the transformer comprises a single primary 
winding and a plurality of secondary windings, each 
secondary winding associated with a third electrode and a 
corresponding cell. 

Claims 41 ^ 42, and 52 are cancelled without prejudice. 
In claim 43 replace: "claim 42'' with -claim 38--. 
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9. In claim 44 replace: '*claim 41 with -claim 38—. 

1 0. In claim 47 replace: "claim 42" with --claim 38-, 

* 

11. In claim 48 replace: "claim 42" with -claim 3 8—. 

12. Claim 66 has been amended as follows: 

66- (currently Amended) A method of recharging the 
rechargeable cell system of claim 38 comprising: applying a 
discrete power source to each cell which is isolated from 
the power source associated with the other cells , 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for alloAVance: 
United States Patent No, 6,358,651 to Chen ct al. discloses a battery similar to that disclosed in 
the independent claim. Chen feils to disclose that the transformer comprises a single primary 
winding and a plurality of secondary windings, each secondary winding associated with a third 
electrode and a corresporiding cell United States Patent No, 5,656,915 to Eaves discloses a 
plurality of cells and a transformer. There appears to be only a single secondary coiJ, see e,g. 
column 4, line 20 etseq. and element 7s of drawings 1-5 and relevant associated text. The 
general concept of the presence of a plurality of secondary winding is similarly known, see e,g. 
United States Patent No. 3,652,915 to Eberts. 



PAGE 15/17 ' RCVD AT 5/24/2005 2:16:52 PM [Eastern Daylight T^^^^ 



May. 24. 2005 2:25PM No. 3604 P. 16 

Application/Contiol Nmnbea-: 09/827,982 f'ag^ 5 

Art Unit: 1746 

2. As noted above, no reference appears to identically teach the combination of the three- 
electrode system J transformer configuration, and pliarality of isolated, independently 
rechargeable, batteries. 

3. Further, while Chen, Eaves, and Ebert$, in the aggregate, appear to teach each and every 
element of the invention, as claimed, the references, and the prior art of record, apparently fail to 
provide the requisite motivation for making the instantly claimed combination. For the 
foregoing reasons, and others, claims 38-40, 43-51, and 53-69 (renumbered as 1-29) ar^s believed 
to recite patentable subject matter. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee- Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications ftom the 
examiner shonld be directed to Gentle E. Winter whose telephone number is (571) 272-1310. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone arc unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Randy P. Gulakowski can be reached on (571) 2724302. The fiax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information i^aiding the status of an application may be obtained &om the Patent 
Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status infomiation for unpublished 
applications is available througb Private PAIR only. Fear more information about the PAIR 
system, see littp://pair-direct.U6pto.gov. Questions on access to the Private PAIR system should 
be directed to the Electronic Business Cwiter (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-fiee). 



Gentle E. Winter 
Examiner 



June 18, 2004 




nAflDYGULAKOWSKI 
SUPERVBORY PATtMT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CEMTER 1700 
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